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MOU Industry/States/Others 

 The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the Consumer Unity and Trust 

Society (CUTS) have signed an agreement to empower consumers to contribute to the global development 
agenda as well as support their respective governments in times of global crisis. 
 

 The Odisha based fun-filled list of activities for children to be implemented with the support of parents and 
grandparents.16 lakh children engaged in a meaningful way during the lockdown. 
 

 The Women and Child Development (WCD) and Mission Shakti (MS) department along with UNICEF, has 
released ‘Ghare Ghare Arunima’, a calendar- based fun-filled list of activities for children to be implemented 
with the support of parents and grandparents. 

Appointments and Resignations                                                                                                                     

Kapil Dev Tripathi                               Secretary to President Ram Nath Kovind                                                       
 Preeti Sudan                                         Health Secretary                                                                                                              
Amit Khare     Secretary in I&B Ministry                                                                                                
Tarun Bajaj     Secretary in the Economic Affairs Department                                                     
Ravi Mittal     Secretary of Department of Sports                                                                           
Nagendra Nath Sinha   Secretary of the Rural Development Department                                         
Arvind Kumar Sharma   Secretary in the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Ministry                     
Sanjay Kothari     Central Vigilance Commissioner                                                                                             
UB Pravin Rao    Chairman of NASSCOM                                                                                            
 Rekha M Menon   Vice-Chairman of NASSCOM                                                                                
 Shafali Verma    Brand Ambassador of PepsiCo                                                                              
Viswanathan Anand    Brand Ambassador of WWF (World Wide Fund) India                                       
Rohit Sharma     Brand Ambassador of ‘CricKingdom’ 
 
The Supreme Court extended by three months the tenure of chairperson of Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate 
Tribunal, TDSAT which is scheduled to end on 20th of this month. 

 The government extended term of board members of the Banks Board Bureau (BBB), the headhunter for top 
management of state-run banks and financial institutions. 

 Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Raghuram Rajan and 11 others have been named by International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) managing director Kristalina Georgieva to her external advisory group to provide perspectives from 
around the globe on key developments and policy issues, including responses to challenges over corona virus pandemic. 

 The Badminton World Federation (BWF) named Indian shuttler PV Sindhu as one of the ambassadors for its ‘I am 
badminton’ awareness campaign. 
 
Awards and Recognitions 

PETA Hero to Animals Award  Naveen Patnaik, CM of Odisha For efforts to feed community animals in five municipal 
corporations and all 48 municipalities of Odisha duringthe COVID-19 lockdown 
Leading Mens cricketer of the year by Wisden  -Ben Stokes 
Leading women’s cricketer of the year by Wisden -Ellyse Perry 
2020 International Prize for Arabic Fiction“The Spartan Court” by Abdelouahab Aissaoui. Aissaoui is the first Algerian to 
win the prize.                                                                                                                                
 William E. Colby Award- Adam Higginbotham For his book Midnight in Chernobyl: The Untold Story of the World’s 
Greatest Nuclear Disaster. 
 
Conference and Summits                                                                                                                                                                     

G20 Extraordinary Energy Ministers’ virtual meeting Saudi Arabia                                                                                            
SAARC health ministers conference Pakistan                                                                                                                                     
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar participated in BRICS Foreign Ministers meeting on coronavirus through video 
conferencing. Russia is the Chair of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) for 2020.                                                                                                                        

 The Saudi G20 Presidency has welcomed the launch of “Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator”, a landmark, 
global and timely collaboration for the accelerated development, production and equitable access to new COVID-19 
 
National News 

 In the wake of national lockdown due to Covid-19, the Government has extended the benefit of two per cent Interest 
Subvention to Banks and three per cent Prompt Repayment Incentive to all farmers upto 31st of May this year.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 The Ministry of Tourism has launched a portal ‘Stranded in India’ to help foreign tourists who are stuck in various parts 
of the country.                                                                                                                                                                                 
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    The India Post extended its ‘Post Office on Wheels’ services in UP’s Agra and Bareilly in order to ensure seamless 
delivery of posts and services to the citizens during the coronavirus lockdown.                                                                                

 Press Information Bureau set up a portal for fact-checking issues related with the novel coronavirus pandemic, and it 
will receive messages by email and send its response in quick time.                                                                                            
  With a view to effectively combat the coronavirus pandemic, a digital application named ‘MahaKavach’ has been 
designed, which will help the health authorities in contact tracing and tracking of quarantined COVID-19 patients.                   

 The government of India has launched its official Covid-19 tracking app Aarogya Setu, developed by Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology — through Public-Private Partnership under guidance of NIC — in just over four 
days.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Centre has decided to make all donations towards the newly established PM-CARES Fund eligible for 100 per cent tax 
deduction.            
  National Cadet Corps (NCC) has offered a helping hand to civilian authorities in the country’s fight against COVID-19 
by extending the services of cadets under ‘Exercise NCC Yogdan’.                                                                              

 The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on approved the release of Rs 11,092 crores under State Disaster Risk 
Management Fund (SDRMF) to all states.  The Ministry of Rural Development has released a lump sum amount of Rs. 500 
per head to women account holders under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) for April and the same have been 
credited to the designated accounts of individual banks on April 2.                                                                                                                                              

 Department of Science & Technology, Government of India in a rapid response to combat COVID-19 global pandemic 
approved setting up of a Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19 Health Crisis (CAWACH) at a total cost of Rs 56 Cr.                                                                                                                                                                                   
  Union Home Minister Amit Shah approved release of Rs 11,092 crore to all states under the State Disaster Risk 
Management Fund (SDRMF) for setting up quarantine facilities and arranging other facilities for checking the spread of 
coronavirus.                                                                                                                                                                                           
   NHAI has accomplished construction of 3,979 km of national highways in the financial Year 2019-20.                                       

 Pharmacists, popularly known as “Swasth ke Sipahi”, of Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendra , are deliverying 
essential services and medicines at doorstep of patients and elderly under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana (PMBJP) of the Government of India.                                                                                                                                    

 The Innovation Cell of the Ministry of Human Resource has launched an online challenge ‘Samadhan’ to invite ideas and 
innovations that can help fight against the novel coronavirus that has infected over 4,700 people in India.                                                                                                                                                                                             

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development has designated DigiLocker as the sole National Academic Depository 
(NAD).                                                                                                                                                                                           
   To ensure tribal gatherers carry on their work safely, TRIFED has collaborated with UNICEF for developing a digital 
communication strategy for promoting a digital campaign for Self Help Groups (SHGs).                                              
  The government announced a financial package of Rs 15,000 crore to ramp up the overall healthcare infrastructure in 
tackling the coronavirus pandemic .                                                                                                                                                  
   The West Central Railway’s Coach Rehabilitation Workshop (CRWS) has designed a mobile “doctor’s booth”, using a 
toilet from one of its old coaches, to facilitate zero-contact check-ups in light of the corona virus pandemic.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 The Union Minister of Human Resource Development Ramesh Pokhriyal launched a week long ‘Bharat Padhe Online’ 
campaign for crowd sourcing of ideas for improving online education ecosystem of India.                                   
    Ahmedabad station of Western Railway has got the unique distinction of becoming the first station on Indian Railways 
to install a Walk Through Mass Sanitizing Tunnel.                                                                                                                         
Unemployment rate during March 30-April 5 rose to 23.4 per cent and the labour participation rate fell to 36 per cent, 
reflecting the impact of lockdown to tackle COVID-19 outbreak, data released by Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy 
showed.                                                                                                                                                                           
     Ahead of extending restrictions on the mobility of goods and persons, the government plans to set up a chain of 20 
lakh retail shops called ‘Suraksha Stores’ across India which will provide daily essentials to citizens while maintaining 
stringent safety norms.                                                                                                                                                          
   The Central government said that under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY), free LPG refills will be 
provided to the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) beneficiaries over the period of three months from April to June 
2020.                                                                                                                                                                                                
  The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Rishikesh along with BHEL (Bharat Heavy Electronics Limited) 
has set up India’s first remote health monitoring system.                                                                                                      
   Ahead of extending restrictions on the mobility of goods and persons, the government plans to set up a chain of 20 lakh 
retail shops called ‘Suraksha Stores’ across India.                                                                                                                       
      All postal employees, including Gramin Dak Sevaks, will get Rs 10 lakh compensation in case they succumb to C 
“Covid FYI” is a one-stop digital directory containing information of all COVID-19 related services and helplines released 
by official sources.                                                                                                                                                                
    Centre has released 7,300 crore rupees to the States and Union Territories under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) to liquidate pending dues of last financial year but also the wage dues for 
the first fortnight of 2020-21.                                                                                                                                                        
      The Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank e-launched VidyaDaan 2.0 
program for inviting e-learning content contributions in New Delhi.                                                                                                  

 PM Narendra Modi inaugurated a unified e-GramSwaraj Portal and mobile application on the occasion of National 
Panchayati Raj Day .                                                                                                                                                                              
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  The Centre froze the dearness allowance (DA) for its 4.8 million employees and 6.5 million pensioners at 17 per cent till 
July 1, 2021.                                                                                                                                                                                   
   The government has approved reconstitution of the National Shipping Board to be headed by former Director General 
of Shipping Malini Shankar.                                                                                                                                              
   The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed and opened a new permanent bridge on the Ravi river that 
connects the Kasowal enclave in Punjab with the rest of the country.                                                                                                 

 The Centre has sanctioned Rs 33,300 crore under the MGNREGA in the current financial year so far to liquidate all 
outstanding dues of previous years and to meet wage expenditure till June.  

State News                                                                                                                                                      
 
Andhra Pradesh  
 

 The Andhra Pradesh government has issued modified guidelines for the distribution of 25 lakh house sites to the poor in 
urban and rural areas under Navaratnalu – Pedalandariki Illu (houses for all the poor)programme as per the directions of 
the High Court. 

 Andhra Pradesh government started door to door distribution of welfare pensions to the beneficiaries 
across the state.                                                                                                                                                                                         

 The annual three-day-long Vasanthotsavam festival of Lord Balaji began in Tirumala without devotees due to the 
coronavirus lockdown.                                                                                                                                                                                  

 The Andhra Pradesh government revived the ”zero interest” loan scheme for women self-help groups (SHGs) in the 
state.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Andhra Pradesh launched ‘Covid Pharma’, a mobile application to keep a track of people purchasing medicines over-
the-counter (OTC) for cough, cold and fever from medical stores across the state.                                                                                      

 Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy launched ‘Jagananna Vidya Deevena’, a fee reimbursement scheme that would 
benefit 14 lakh college students in the State. 
 
Arunachal Pradesh       

  Arunachal Chief Minister Pema Khandu inaugurated a revamped “strategic bridge” over Subansiri river in Upper 
Subansiri district.         
 

     Assam                                                                                                                                                                                        
 Assam government has launched a new scheme Dhanwantari under which locally unavailable medicines are provided 

to patients at home. 

 
Chhattisgarh 

 Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated the online delivery website ‘Cghaat’ to provide home delivery 
of fruits and vegetables during the extended lockdown phase Delhi                                   
      Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced ‘Operation SHIELD’ in 21 containment zones to curb the spread of 
COVID-19 and warned of strict action against those misbehaving with healthcare personnel in the city.                                                                                                                                                                                

 Delhi government has asked officials to use the new ‘Assess Koro Na’ app for door-to-door survey in COVID-19 
containment zones to speed up decision-making by analysing real-time data, removing a major obstacle in the efforts to 
contain the virus. 
 
Gujarat 

 Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani gave the green signal for the third edition of his government’s ‘Sujalam Sufalam Jal 
Sanchay Abhiyan’, a conservation plan to deepen water bodies in the state before monsoon.                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Ahmedabad based Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Institute of Medical Science and Research became the first authorized study 
centre in the country to carry out plasma research under trial in view of Covid 19.                                                                

 In Gujarat, Women and Child Development Ministry(WCD) has taken a unique initiative called Umbare Aanganwadi, 
i.e doorstep Aanganwadi to reach out to children during the lockdown. 
 
Goa                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 The Goa Government launched the ‘COVID-Locator’ app, a GPS based location tracker that will help the government in 
tracking those who have been home quarantined. 
 
Haryana                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 To curb the spread of highly contagious coronavirus, Indian Railways set up a fumigation tunnel at Jagadhri Workshop 
near Yamuna Nagar in Haryana.                                                                                                                                                      

 Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched a mobile application ‘HelpMe’ designed to help the needy in the 
state during the crisis caused by the coronavirus outbreak.                                                                                               
 
 Himachal Pradesh                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Himachal Pradesh government has rolled out “e-sanjeevani-opd” for free online medical consultation to sick people. 
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Jammu & Kashmir                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Jammu and Kashmir State legal Services Authority (JKSLSA) has launched a helpline under ‘Serve-the- Seniors 
Initiative’ under the guidance of Justice Gita Mittal, Patron-in-Chief and Justice Rajesh Bindal Executive Chairman of State 
Legal Services Authority. 
 
Jharkhand                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 The Jharkhand Government has launched a mobile app PRAGYAAM to issue e-passes to everyone associated with 
delivery of essential services during the national lockdown to combat COVID-19. The East Singhbhum district 
administration in Jharkhand has launched a mobile application ‘Sukarsha COVID-19’ to track the movement of home 
quarantined persons.                                                                                                                                                                           
  Robots will serve food and give medicine to COVID-19 patients in two hospitals in Jharkhand’s West Singhbhum 
district.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren launched a mobile app ‘Jharkhand Bazaar’ which will help the people of the 
state get their essential commodities during the lockdown period to control the spread of COVID-19. 

 
Kerala                                                                                                                                                                                       

 A Kerala-based institute Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology has developed a diagnostic 
test for Covid-19 which it claims can furnish results in less than half the time taken by the method currently being used in 
the country and for a fraction of its cost —1,000.                                                                                     
   A government hospital in Ernakulam has deployed a robot named ‘KARMI-Bot’ to serve food and medicines to 
coronavirus patients with an aim to reduce risk of infections for doctors and health workers.                                         
 
Karnataka                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Karnataka government launched a mobile application Corona Watch for people to track the movement history of 
patients, who tested positive, before their detection so that they can take precautions.                                                                   

 Homeline, an initiative for doorstep delivery of essentials across Bengaluru city limits during the lockdown and claimed 
to be India’s first integrated voice and message platform to provide citizens services, was launched by Chief Minister B S 
Yediyurappa .                                                                                                                                                                        
    The Administration of Pathanamthitta district in Kerala has launched a vehicle called ‘Tiranga’ (Total India Remote 
Analysis Nirogya Abhiyaan) for rapid screening of COVID-19 symptoms.                                                                       
  Aimed at empowering people in its fight against coronavirus, the Karnataka government launched “Apthamitra” 
helpline with an exclusive toll free number and a mobile app, aimed at providing required medical advice and guidance 
for those in need.                                                                                                                                                                      
 
  Ladakh                                                                                                                                                                                        

 Parliamentarian from Ladakh, Jamyang Tsering Namgyal, started “MP Cares” initiative to distribute masks and hand 
sanitisers to all households in the area and create awareness among people on ways to check coronavirus pandemic.                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
Madhya Pradesh                                                                                                                                                                  

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan launched the Jeevan Shakti Yojana.                                                    
 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched Jeevan Amrit Yojana, a unique scheme to boost 

immunity system of citizens of the state.           
                                                                                                                  
Maharashtra                                                                                                                                                                                          

 In a bid to alleviate the mental health concerns of people in Maharashtra during the lockdown period, a 24×7 helpline, 
called ‘BMC-Mpower 1on1’, has been launched.       
   

  Manipur                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 In Manipur, a new initiative titled ‘Food Bank’ has been introduced by Imphal East District Administration to provide 
immediate aid in the form of free food to the poor and needy who are facing scarcity o essential commodities due to the 
long statewide lockdown in view of the threat of Coronavirus disease (COVID-19). 

 After releasing country’s first comic textbooks primary classes, the electronic format of comic textbooks for Class III, IV 
and V respectively was formally launched by Manipur’s education Minister Dr Thokchom Radheshyam. 

 In Manipur, remembering the people who valiantly fought in the Anglo-Manipuri War in 1891, state government 
commemorated ‘Khongjom Day’ on April 23 at Khongjom War Memorial Complex, Thoubal.                                               
 
 
Odisha 

 Odisha government in collaboration with the UNICEF has launched an online competition programme ‘Mo Prativa’ to 
engage the children and youth who are staying at home during the lockdown.                                                                  
  Manabasa Gurubara, Chhau and Ravanachhaya — the three popular cultural practices from Odisha have been included 
in the recently-published Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) list by the Union Ministry of Culture. 
 



Current affairs April’20                         EMINENCE                          9163228262/8016192106 
                                               THINK WBCS THINK EMINENCE 

Rajasthan                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 A total of 40.59 per cent of the crimes related to environment in the country were committed in Rajasthan during 2014-
16, according to a report by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) .                                                                                 
   Rajasthan government has exclusively partnered with healthcare startup MedCords to provide 24×7 online consultation 
and medicine delivery to the people of Rajasthan as the State battles to control cases of Coronavirus. 
 
Sikkim                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 The Sikkim government launched a portal www.covid19sikkim.org for disseminating credible information coronavirus 
outbreak.                                                                                                                                                                  
 
  Tamilnadu 

 ‘Modi Kitchen’ with a capacity to serve 500 meals every day has started functioning in Kovai (Coimbatore). 
 Tamilnadu finished on top in micro-irrigation coverage in Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY). 

 
Telangana                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 V Safe Tunnel, a disinfectant tunnel was installed at the office of Director General of Police by S3V Vascular 
Technologies Private Limited. The tunnel was made to sanitize people within 20 seconds from any possible bacteria and 
virus. 

 Telangana Minister KT Rama Rao launched “T COVID-19′′ mobile application, a single source of information on 
coronavirus, which is aimed at curbing the spread of fake news. 

 Telangana government has launched a helpline number 108 to address mental health and psychological problems that 
may arise during the COVID-19 lockdown period. 
 
Uttar Pradesh 

 Uttar Pradesh’s Yogi Adityanath government has launched two portals Annapurna Portal and Supply Mitra for the 
convenience of the people of the state.   Uttar Pradesh has become the first state in the country to geotag its 7,368 
community kitchens and community shelters.                                                                                                                                                                                                

 Amid the country-wide corona-triggered lockdown , Uttar Pradesh has become the first state to have the requisite 
infrastructure in all its courts for hearing cases through video conferencing. 
 
Economy News                                                                                                                                                                                            

 S&P Global Ratings further slashed India’s growth forecast to 3.5% from 5.2% for FY21.                                                                 
 According to Fitch Solutions, India’s fiscal deficit in 2020-21 may shoot up to 6.2 per cent of the GDP from 3.5 per cent.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Fitch Ratings cut its GDP growth forecast for India to 2 per cent for the fiscal year ending March 2021 after lowering it to 

5.1 per cent previously.                                                                                                                                           
   Fitch Ratings projected that the global economy will fall into a deep recession in 2020 due to the massive disruptions 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, with growth print contracting by 1.9 per cent. 

 The global economy could shrink by up to 1 per cent in 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic, a reversal from the 
previous forecast of 2.5 per cent growth as per UN. 

 Asian Development Bank (ADB) projects India’s gross domestic product (GDP) will slow to 4 per cent in the fiscal year 
2020 ending on March 31, 2021.                                                                                                                                                     
   According to the World Bank, India’s economy is expected to grow 1.5 per cent to 2.8 per cent in the 2020-21 fiscal. 

 According to WTO, Global trade is expected to fall by 13-32 per cent in 2020 as the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) 
pandemic disrupts economic activity and life around the world. 

 The Japanese brokerage company Nomura said the economy will grow at 3.2% in the January-March period and contract 
by 6.1% (June quarter) and 0.5% September quarter.                                                                                                              
International Monetary Fund (IMF) cut India’s GDP (Gross Domestic Products) growth rate to 1.9 per cent in fiscal year 
2020-21.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Barclays emerging markets research has cut India’s calendar year 2020 GDP forecast to 0.0 percent from 2.5 percent earlier.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 SBI house economists have pegged the growth forecast for January-March at 2.5 per cent and for 2020-21 at 2.6 per cent.                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 ICRA Ratings sharply cut the country’s GDP forecast amid the COVID-19 crisis and expects the economy to grow at just 

2 per cent in the current fiscal. 
Singapore’s banking group DBS revised the country’s GDP estimate to 1.5 per cent for the current fiscal 
amid the current lockdown due to COVID-19. 

 Goldman Sachs cuts India GDP growth forecast to 1.6% in FY21. 
 Fitch Solutions cut India’s economic growth forecast for the financial year 2020-21 to 1.8 per cent. duties for April. 
 India’s GDP is likely to range between a decline of 0.9 per cent and a growth of 1.5 per cent in the current financial year 

according to CII. 
 Fitch Ratings lowered India’s economic growth forecast for current fiscal year 2020-21 to 0.8 per cent from 1.8 per cent.                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 CARE Ratings said that the country’s GDP growth is likely to decline to 1.1 per cent in the current financial year 2020-21 

due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 Domestic rating agency Crisil nearly halved its GDP forecast for India to 1.8 per cent for 2020-21. 
 India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) revised its FY21 economic growth forecast for the country further down to 1.9 per 

cent, lowest in the last 29 years. 
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 The APEC region is expected to post a 2.7 percent economic contraction in 2020 due to the impact of the novel 
coronavirus.                                                                                                                                                                                              
   Moody’s Investors Service slashed India growth forecast for calendar year 2020 to 0.2 per cent, from 2.5 per cent 
projected in March.                                                                                                                                                                              
  Asia is expected to witness zero per cent growth in 2020 due COVID-19 pandemic as per IMF. 

 According to the research report by SBI, India’s GDP growth may slide to 1.1 per cent in the current financial year, on 
account of the impact of coronavirus outbreak on the economy. 

 According to a latest United Nations trade report, the world economy will go into recession due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, with the exception of India and China.                                                                                                                                 

 The coronavirus pandemic could cost the global economy $4.1 trillion as it ravages United States, Europe and other 
major economies, the Asian Development Bank warned.                                                                                                                       

 CPI inflation is tentatively projected to ease from 4.8% in Q1:2020-21 to 4.4% in Q2, 2.7% in Q3 and 2.4% in Q4 as per RBI 
report.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 S&P Global Ratings on Friday slashed India growth forecast for the current fiscal to 1.8 per cent, from 3.5 per cent 
estimated earlier.                                                                                                                                                                                           

 Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das said that the country’s foreign exchange reserves have risen by nearly USD 2 
billion to USD 476.5 billion as of April 10. 

 The finance ministry has increased coverage of a lender’s loss in case of loan default under the Credit Guarantee Fund 
for Micro Units (CGFMU) scheme to 75%, from 50% earlier.                                                                                                     
     Finance Ministry has sanctioned Rs 46,038 crore for the devolution of states’ share in central taxes  
Science & Technology                                                                                                                                                                           
  Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, an institute of National Importance of the 
Department of Science and Technology, has joined hands with Wipro 3D to build a prototype of an emergency ventilator 
system.                                                                                                                                                                                            

 The government has tested an application “Geo-fencing app” that triggers e-mails and SMS alerts to an authorised 
government agency if a person has jumped quarantine or escaped from isolation, based on the person’s mobile phone’s cell 
tower location. 
Amid the growing demand for hospital ventilators due to the COVID-19 pandemic, IIT-Roorkee has developed a low-cost 
portable ventilator in association with AIIMS-Rishikesh, which can be manufacturedfor just 25,000. 

 Union HRD Minister launched MHRD AICTE COVID-19 Student Helpline Portal https://helpline.aicte- india.org 
developed by AICTE in New Delhi. 

 Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad Center for Healthcare Entrepreneurship (CfHE) incubated startup, 
Aerobiosys Innovations has developed a low-cost, portable, emergency-use ventilator named “Jeevan Lite”. 

 The Indian Railways has developed a low-cost ventilator, Jeevan, at its Kapurthala Rail Coach Factory. 
 In a bid to contain the spread of coronavirus, police in Chhattisgarh Janjgir-Champa district have created a mobile 

application ‘Rakhsa Sarv’ to keep a tab on those violating the home quarantine order. 
 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and private firm Wipro 3D have together developed a full 

face shield for doctors and medical staff treating COVID-19 patients. 
 The Department of Personnel and Training has announced the launch of a learning platform (https://igot.gov.in) to 

combat COVID 19 for all front-line workers to equip them with the training and updates in coping with Pandemic. 
 Google has launched a new braille keyboard named TalkBack to simplify smartphone typing for those who are suffering 

from visual impairment. 
 A team at the Indian Institute of Technology of Bombay (IIT-B) has developed a “digital stethoscope” that can listen to 

heart beats from a distance and record them, minimising the risk of healthcare professionals contracting the novel 
coronavirus from patients. 

 Union Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal “Nishank” launched a web- portal ‘YUKTI’ — Young 
India Combating COVID with Knowledge, Technology and Innovation. 

 Riding high on the successful re-telecast of old classic shows like Ramayana and Mahabharata, the state- owned 
broadcaster Prasar Bharti has now launched a new channel DD Retro which is dedicated to specifically telecasting old 
classics.                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and National Informatics Centre (NIC) jointly launched CollabCAD, acollaborative 
network, computer enabled software system, providing a total engineering solution from 2D drafting & detailing to 3D 
product design.                                                                                                                                                                 
  A multi-institutional, multi-lingual science communication initiative, called `CovidGyan’ has been createdto bring the 
scientific and factual aspects of this pandemic outbreak on to public domain.                                                                                

 The Defence Research and Development Laboratory, Hyderabad has added another product to the portfolio of the 
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) to combat the coronavirus by developing the ‘COVID-19 
Sample Collection Kiosk’ (COVSACK). 

 Ministry of Tourism has launched “DekhoApnaDesh” webinar series. 
 Google has released a new beta tool Called Video Builder that lets you create short YouTube videos. 
 National Institute of Technology Karnataka Surathkal’s professor Arun M Isloor and his research scholar Ibrahim Sayeed 

developed a disinfectant chamber from an old fridge. They named the disinfected chamber as ‘ZERO-COV.’ 
 Social media behemoth Facebook and Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries Limited are reportedly working together 

to develop a multi functional super-app. 

https://helpline.aicte-/
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 A team of researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Ropar in Punjab’s Rupnagar district hascome up with a 
design of an autonomous ‘WardBot’ which can deliver medicines and food to COVID-19 patients in isolation The Centre’s 
mobile app, Aarogya Setu, developed for tracking COVID-19 patients, has become the world’s fastest app to reach 50 
million downloads in just 13 days.                                                                                                                                   

 A team of transatlantic scientists, using reanalyzed data from NASA’s Kepler space telescope, has discovered an Earth-
size exoplanet orbiting in its star’s habitable zone, the area around a star where a rocky planet could support liquid water.                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Agriculture Minister launched transport aggregator mobile application known as Kisan 
Rath that will bring together 5 lakh trucks as well as 20,000 tractors on mobile platform for transporting agriculture 
produce to markets from farm gate.                                                                                                                                     
  The Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India, has created an Integrated Geospatial Platform 
out of available geospatial datasets, standards-based services, and analytic tools to help decision making during the 
current COVID-19 outbreak                                                                                                                                                    
  The government has launched a special digital platform iGOT for training and capacity building of healthcare staff. 

 The Indian Navy’s Naval Aircraft Yard has developed a smart evacuation pod for evacuation of COVID-19 patients 
safely from remote areas such as islands and ships. 

 Union Government has created an online data pool on https://covidwarriors.gov.in of doctors including AYUSH 
doctors, nurses and other health care professionals, volunteers from NYKs, NCC NSS, PMGKVY, ex Servicemen etc. 

 NASA announced that SpaceX will launch astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken on a mission to the International 
Space Station on May 27 at 4:32 p.m. ET. Liftoff will be from Florida’s Kennedy Space Center. 

 To track home quarantine people on a real-time basis, Pune Municipal Corporation has developed a mobile application 
named ‘Saiyam’. 

 The ministry of health and family welfare has launched an application ‘COVID India Seva’ to help people in Covid-19 
pandemic situation.                                                                                                                                                                      
  Scientists from International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI) an 
autonomous institute under the Department of Science &Technology,Govt. of India in collaboration with Nanomechanics 
Inc., Oak Ridge, USA have jointly developed an advanced tool called NanoBlitz 3D for mapping nano-mechanical 
properties of materials. 

 Researchers at IIIT-Delhi have developed an app which warns people about a coronavirus containment zone nearby and 
helps them check whether a news item about the pandemic is genuine or fake. 

 Scientists at the CSIR”s Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology have come up with a low-cost coronavirus test 
named after ”Feluda” that will not require any expensive machines for detection of the pathogen. 

 NASA engineers have developed a new, easy-to-build high-pressure ventilator called VITAL (Ventilator Intervention 
Technology Accessible Locally) tailored specifically to treat COVID-19 patients. 

 An e-office application, called ‘e-karyalay’ (electronic office), that enables movement of files and documents without 
physical touch, has been launched for usage in the 1.62 lakh personnel-strong Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) to 
prevent coronavirus infection. 

 Institute of Information Technology and Management – Kerala (IIITM-K) has developed an AI Semantic search engine 
named ‘www.vilokana.in‘, to enable researchers to get deeper insights into scientific studies, especially when they need to 
find an early solution to the COVID-19 crisis. 

 China named its first Mars exploration mission to be launched later this year as Tianwen-1 as it celebrated Space Day to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the launch of the country’s first satellite Dong Fang Hong-1 in 1970. wards without human 
intervention. 
 

Defence News 
 Australia has informed India that their premier multilateral air combat training exercise Pitch Black 2020 scheduled from 

July 27 to August 14 has been cancelled due to the COVID-19 situation. 
 

Sports                                                                                                                                                                                
  India will host the Asian Boxing Championships for men and women in November-December.                                                       

 India lost the hosting rights of the 2021 men’s world boxing championship to Serbia 
.  China will host the third edition of the Asian Youth Games in Shantou in November 2021. 

 The Summer Olympics in Tokyo, postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic, is likely to open on July 23, 2021. 
 The Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) announced the three sporty robots representing the UNESCO World Heritage sites 

of Hangzhou in eastern China as the official mascots of the 19th Asian Games. 
 The mascot for the 4th Asian Para Games ‘Feifei’ scheduled to be held here from October 9 in 2022 was unveiled. 
 The 2021 World Games in Birmingham, Alabama have been pushed back by a year to avoid clashing with the Tokyo 

Olympics which were rescheduled due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 World Games has unveiled new logo, title for 2022 edition in Birmingham, Alabama. 
 Middle distance runner Jhuma Khatun has been banned for four years by the Athletics Integrity Unit of the world 

governing body for testing positive for a banned substance in a nearly two-year-old doping case. 
 The Independent Member Federation Sanctions Panel (IMFSP) of the International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) has 

imposed disciplinary sanctions on Thailand and Malaysia and banned both the countries to from participating in 
weightlifting events at the Tokyo Olympics. 
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 Bangladesh pacer Mohammad Sharif, who last played an international match in 2007, announced his retirement from all 
forms of cricket. 

 Former Pakistan captain Sana Mir has announced her retirement from International Cricket. 
 Denmark’s ace doubles exponent Mathias Boe announced retirement from international badminton. 

 
Rankings                                                                                                                                                                                  
FIFA rankings 108th   Top- Belgium 
Global Press Freedom Index  142nd  Top- Norway 

 
Books                                                                                                                                                                                           
The Art of Her Deal -Mary Jordan’ This book is Biography of Melania Trump                                                                     
Shuttling to the Top: The Story of P.V. Sindhu -V. Krishnaswamy It chronicles PV Sindhu’s life from thetime when, while 
living in a railway colony in Secunderabad, Sindhu travelled over 40 kilometres every  day by train to get to P. 
Gopichand’s academy and train. 
How the Onion Got Its Layers -Sudha Murthy Sudha Murthy’s first book in an audio format 
How the Sea Became Salty- Sudha Murthy                                                                                                                                   
Sayajirao Gaekwad III: The Maharaja ofBaroda---UmaBalasubramaniam 

 Union Minister of Human Resource Development Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched the #My Book My Friend 
campaign on social media on 23 April on the occasion of World Book Day. 
ORBITUARIES 

Ashok Desai Former Attorney General of India and senior advocate 
Arjun Dev Legendary educationist and historian 
Sachchidanand Painuli Noted freedom fighter 
Ronny Roy Veteran sports photojournalist 
Brahm Kanchibotla Indian-American journalist 
Samir Goswami Veteran journalist 
Bhai Nirmal Singh Khalsa Gurbaani singer and Padma Shri awardee He was the first hazooriraagi to receive 
thePadma Shri Award 
MK Arjunan Veteran music composer 
Shanti Hiranand Chawla Renowned Hindustani classical singer and PadmaShri awardee 
Bijay Mishra Eminent Odia dramatist,lyricist and screenwriter 
Usha Ganguly Veteran theatre actor and director 
Ranjit Chowdhry Veteran actor 
Rishi Kapoor Veteran Bollywood actor 
Irrfan Khan Padma Shri award winning Actor 
Bullet Prakash Famous Kannada actor 
Sasi Kalinga Noted film-theatre actor 
Gita Ramjee World-renowned virologist 
Zafar Sarfaraz Former Pakistan first-class cricketer 
Tony Lewis Renowned in Cricket Known for Duckworth-Lewis-Stern method 
Jackie du Preez Former Zimbabwean cricketer 
Doug Sanders 20-time PGA Tour winner 
Rifat Chadirji, Father of modern Iraqi architecture 
Andrew Jack ‘Star Wars’ actor 
Shirley Douglas Veteran actor 
Forrest Compton Veteran actor 
Tim Brooke-Taylor Comedian and actor 
Honor Blackman Hollywood movie James Bond actress 
Gene Deitch American Oscar-winning illustrator, animator, film director and producer Known for directing 
Tom and Jerry, Popeye  
Graeme Watson- Former Australian all-rounder 
 
Important Days 
 
April 2 - World Autism Awareness Day Theme- The transition of adulthood 
4 April -International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action                                                                                                          
April 5- International Day of Conscience (IDC) 
5 April- National Maritime Day 
6 April- International Day of Sport forDevelopment and Peace 
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April 7- World Health Day Theme- Support nurses and midwives 
April 10 -World Homeopathy Day This day is celebrated to honor the birth of the father of the Homeopathy 
system of medicines Dr. Samuel Hahnemann. 
14 April -Ambedkar Jayanti or Bhim Jayanti 
April 16- World Voice Day Theme- FOCUS ON YOUR VOICE 
April 17- World Haemophilia Day Theme- Get + Involved 
18 April- World Heritage Day (International Day For Monuments and Sites) 
18 April -World Liver Day 
21 April- World Creativity and Innovation Day 
21 April -National Civil Services Day 
April 22- Earth Day Theme- Climate Action 
April 23- World Book and Copyright Day World Book Capital 2020 is Kuala Lumpur, the capital city of 
Malaysia  
4th Thursday of April -- April 23,2020  -- International Girls in ICT day Theme- ‘Expand Horizons, Change 
Attitudes’ 
April 24- National Panchayati Raj Day The Prime Minister also launched the Swamitva Scheme on the 
occasion, which will provide an integrated propertyvalidation solution for rural India. 
Last week of April (24 to 30 April) -- World Immunization Week Theme- #VaccinesWork for All 
April 25 World Malaria Day Theme- Zero Malaria Starts with Me 
April 25 First International Delegate’s Day It marks the milestone seventy-fifth anniversary of the San 
Francisco Conference, an event that laid the foundations of the United Nations. 
April 26- World Intellectual Property Day Theme- Innovate for a Green Future                                                                                         
Last Saturday of April -- April 25,2020--- World Veterinary Day Theme- Environmental protection for 
improving animal and human health                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
April 28 -World Day for Safety and Health at Work Theme- Stop the pandemic: Safety and health at work can 
save lives 


